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MOO  5  Chesley  AV9. 
Baltimore,  Maryland. 
June  30,  19^5. 


Dr.  Warren. 

Lincoln  Foundation. 

Lincoln  national  Life  Insurance  Go. 

Fort  Wayne,   Indiana. 

Dear  Doctor  Warren: 

It  has  been  suggested  to  me  by  Mr,  Lanham,  General  ^gent  of 
Lincoln  national  Life  Ins,   Go.   in  Baltimore,   that  I  contact  you 
in  regard  to  a  water  color  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln,   that  I 
have  in  ray  possession.  This  portrait,   I  .'would  like  to  dispose  of 
to  some  one  who  would  be  interested  in  its  historical  value. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  you  have  a  considerable  number 
of  Lincoln  pictures  on  display  at  the  Lincoln  Foundation,  and  I 
feel  assured  that  you  will  agree,  after  viewing  this  picture,   that 
your  collection  would  be  enriched  by  its  addition  to  your  display. 

This  Picture  has  been  viewed  and  highly  praised,by  a  noted 
Baltimore  art  critic,   a  Mr  To  11  ey  B lays. I  am  enclosing  an  historical 
incident  that  is  connected  with  this  picture. 

Trusting  tfoat  you  will  be  interested  in  this  portrait  and 
awaiting  your  reply,   I  remain 

Very  truly 


W.S.Eudolph  Sr. 
U005  Chesley  Ave. 
Baltimore,  Md. 


Historical  incident  connected  with  the  water  color  painting 
of  Abraham  Lincoln,  "by  the  artist,  E.  Rudolph, 

Shortly  after  the  assasination  of  President  Lincoln,  the 

artist,  "by  a  strange  coincidence,  had  in  his  possession  at  his  studio, 

located  at  that  time  at  the  corner  of  Charles  and  layette  Streets  in 

Baltimore  Maryland,  two  pictures  which  he  had  painted.  One  was  of 

Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  other  was  of  his  assassin  J.  Wilkes  Booth, 

Being  a  great  admirer  of  Lincoln  he  thought  it  appropriate  to  drape 

the  framed  picture, and  display  it  in  the  window  of  his  studio  to  he 

viewed  hy  the  passing  public,  Not  long  after  the  placing  of  the  picture 

in  the  window,  David  Bendan  one  of  the  old  well  known  Baltimore  art 

dealers  came  rushing  into  the  studio,  and  in  a  very  excited  state,  he 

requested  the  artist  to  remove  this  picture  from  the  window,  as  he  had 

noticed  a  very  hostil  and  unfriendly  attitude  toward  it  "by  its  observers. 

The  artist  removed  the  picture,  and  to  note  Just  what  effect  it  would 

have  he  placed  the  picture  of  J,  Wilkes  Booth  in  the  window, Then  hidden  from 

view  he  waited  to  see  what  reaction  there  would  he  in  the  public  viewing 

of  this  picture.  To  his  great  suprise,  quite  a  few  of  the  passing  people 

took  off  their  hats  in  salute  to  thie  picture  of  J,  'Wilkes  Booth,  It  must 

be  remembered  that  before  and  during  the  Civil  War,  sentiment  in  Maryland 

was  to  a  great  extent  for  the  South,  ^his  might  be  the  explaination  for 

this  incident. 

^his  narrative  was  told  to  me  by  my  father  ,  the  above  named  artist, 

many  years  ago. 


W,  E,  Rudolph. 
HOC- 5  Chealey  Ave, 
Baltimore,  Md, 


July  3,  19^5 


Mr.  B.  B.  Lanhan 
Baltimore  Office 

i$r  *ear  Mr.  Lanhain: 

We  vSsii  to  thank  you  for  calling  attention 

to  Mr#  V.  E.  Kudolpiij  &r,,  tlsat  ve  nd^b.t  fre  Interested 
in  a  Lincoln  minting  which  he  has* 

The  letter  ve  hare  written  to  him  la  attached 
hut  ve  trust  It  will  not  discourage  you  in  inviting 
other  people  who  may  have  I-ineoln  curios  to  vrite  us 
vith  respect  to  thorn. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Director 
IAWjCBS 
I*»A«Warren 


July  3,  19^5 


H     \ 


Mr.  W.  S.  Buftolph,  Sr. 
k005  Chesley    Avenue 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

Pear  Mr.  Molphi 

That*  you  very  lauch  for  calling  to  oar    • 
attention  the  Lincoln  picture  you  have  In  your 
possession  hut  through  the  years  ve  hare  h»A  a 
Very  definite  purchasing  program  for  paintirigs 

pr^ferrinc  to  crania  risn  pane  rr.od.ern  artist  to 
do  an  episode  in  Lincoln  *s  life  rather  than  making 
ap3£rop""--atl  Mi  $Uf  pieteen  valued  because  of  sane 
historical  association  vitu  Lincoln's  days. 

Poaal'bly  tHe  uaxt  t&ao  X  visit  in  Baltimore, 
I  might  3ttft  tho  oppc8»t*mity  of  seeing  the  picture 
and  I  would  say  acv  that  probably  wa  would  not  %e 
interested  in  it. 

Very  truly  youre. 


Director 
IAV»CR3 

1  .A  ."Warren 
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